
VILLAGE OF WRIGHTSTOWN 
BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING  

A Village of Wrightstown Board of Appeals meeting was held at Village Hall, 352 High St., in 
the Conference Room C, on Tuesday, July 26, 2022 at 4:00 p.m., following the posted Public 
Hearing. 

Those in attendance included Board of Appeals members: Glenn Buntin, Quinn Cavanaugh, Tim 
Dole, and Lisa Kalscheur. Others in attendance included: Administrator Travis Coenen, Deputy 
Clerk/Treasurer Patti Leitermann and Applicant Aaron Rickert.   

Motion was made by G Buntin with a second made by T Dole to appoint Q Cavanaugh as 
chairman for the proceedings.  Motion carried.

Application for a variance from Municipal Ordinance 206 §206-18 (C ) (2) of the Village of 
Wrightstown, received from Aaron Rickert and Jessica Johnston-Rickert, 119 Main St., 
Wrightstown,  parcel VW-196-7, to construct an accessory garage in front of the principal 
structure. 

206 Zoning  

§206-18 Accessory Buildings 

C.  Setback, area and height regulations 

(2)  Accessory buildings which are not a part of the main building must maintain a 
minimum distance of 10 feet from the principal structure and shall occupy no more than 
30% of the area of the required rear yard or exceed 2,000 square feet in size within an R-
R Rural Residential District or 1,000 square feet in size within any other zoning 
classification; location to include rear and side yard setbacks only, with the minimum rear 
yard setback of 10 feet and side yard setback of 10 feet if the accessory building is larger 
than 200 square feet. For accessory buildings 200 square feet or smaller, the minimum 
rear yard setback is five feet and side yard setback is five feet. No accessory building 
may extend beyond the street front of the principal structure. On corner lots, the 
dimension of the shorter of the two property lines having street frontage shall be used to 
calculate the allowable square footage. Maximum height for attached accessory buildings 
may not exceed the height of the principal structure, and detached accessory buildings 
may not exceed 20 feet within an R-R Rural Residential District, or exceed 16 feet within 
any other zoning classification.
[Amended 7-16-2019 by Ord. No. 07162019; 11-17-2020 by Ord. No. 11172020; 4-7-
2021 by Ord. No. 04072021] 

206 Zoning  

§206-60 Variances 

A. Purpose. The Board of Appeals, after a public hearing, may vary the regulations of this 

chapter, in harmony with their general purpose and intent, only in the specific instances 

hereinafter set forth, where such Board makes findings of fact in accordance with the 



standards hereinafter prescribed and further finds that there are practical difficulties or 

particular hardships in the way of carrying out the strict letter of the regulations of this 

chapter or any zoning decision of an administrative officer of the Village [Amended 8-16-

1994 by Ord. No. 081694E]

B. Application.  An application for a variance shall be filed, in writing, with the Building 

Inspector.  The application shall contain such information as the Board by rule may require.  

Notice of the time and place of the public hearing shall be published as provided in the state 

law on planning and zoning and applicable to the Village of Wrightstown. [Amended 8-16-

1994 by Ord. No. 081694E]  

C. Standards of variances. The Board of Appeals shall not vary the regulations as set    forth 

above unless it shall make findings based upon the evidence presented to it in each specific 

case that:

1) Because of the particular surroundings, shape or topographical condition of the 

specific property involved a particular hardship to the owner would result, as 

distinguished from a mere inconvenience if the strict letter of the regulations were to 

be carried out. 

2) Conditions upon which a petition for a variation is based are unique to the property 

for which the variance is sought and are not applicable, generally, to other property 

within the same zoning classification. 

3) The alleged difficulty or hardship is caused by this chapter and has not been caused 

by any person presently having an interest in the property. 

4) Granting of the variation shall not be detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to 

other property or improvements in the neighborhood in which the property is located. 

5) Proposed variation shall not impair an adequate supply of light and air to adjacent 

property or substantially increase the congestion of the public streets or increase the 

danger of fire or endanger the public safety or substantially diminish or impair 

property value within the neighborhood. 

D. Expiration of variances.  No decision of the Board of Appeals granting a variance shall be 

valid for a period longer than 12 months from the date of such decision unless a building 

permit is obtained and the erection or alteration of a building is substantially underway or the 

use is commenced within such period. [Added 8-16-1994 by Ord. No. 081694E]  

T Coenen presented the variance request and planner’s review. A Rickert indicated that building 
onto the back of the garage would not be feasible because the kitchen window is on that side of 
the house and the stairs to the basement are in the rear of the garage. Adding onto the front of the 
garage would be difficult to match the brick in front. Building size, location off driveway, and 
setbacks were discussed in length. There is space at the bottom of the backyard slope by the 
river, but access would be difficult for the lawnmower and snow blower to bring up and down 
the hill. Another option would be off the patio in the backyard in place of the wood pile and 
trees. 

Recommendation to deny the variance request was received from Village Planner Benjamin J. 
LaCount, Clear Rock Consulting, LLC, since the condition by which an administrative variance 
can be issued does not exist.  The applicant has alternatives: 

 Constructing an addition onto the existing garage 



 Building directly behind the existing garage 
 Renting an off-site storage building.   

None of the other notified parties were present. 

T Dole indicated that approving this variance request with minimal hardships would not be a 
good example for others in the Village who wish to do the same. There are other options 
available for this property owner. 

Motion made by G Buntin with a second made by T Dole to deny the variance request. All in 
favor. Motion carried.  

Motion made by G Buntin with a second made by T Dole to adjourn. Motion carried.  
(Adjourned at 4:37 p.m.) 

 Patti Leitermann, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer 


